Context of barriers to Pap testing in Korean women.
Because efforts to increase the Papanicolaou (Pap) test rate have not been effective in Korea, there is an urgent need to identify the underlying context of the barriers to Pap testing. Twenty-three women aged 27-37 years were organized into four focus groups for a qualitative analysis of their attitudes and feelings about the Pap test. Five contextual themes of barriers were identified under the categories of "misconceptions attributable to women's experiences of Pap testing" and "issues related to the health care system." Educational and clinical implications in regard to women, health care professionals, and the health service environment were discussed to increase the Pap test rate.